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Summary 
Final report provides data on public opinion about subsistence minimum in Slovak republic 

and other relevant issues which has resulted from representative empirical survey conducted 

in 2008. The report contains analysis of awareness of subsistence minimum in Slovak social 

policy, perception of its importance, as well as analysis of perception of its adequacy. Main 

focus is on public opinion about basic needs and minimum income that is necessary to cover 

them. The report also provides data on public opinion relating to broader context of poverty 

policies.  
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Key findings 
 

Survey on attitudes towards subsistence minimum and other relevant issues shows that people 

in Slovakia know this tool and consider it as important part of social policy. Moreover, 

majority of people was able to specify approximate amount of actual subsistence minimum 

(for one person household). The survey was also focused on perception of adequacy of 

subsistence minimum for two types of households. Both amounts were seen as inadequate by 

majority of respondents.  

 

It is possible to identify some degree of public consensus concerning list of necessary basic 

needs which were defined both in terms of deprivation risk and social exclusion risk. There 

were identified 11 items at the level of 90% agreement and 21 items at the level of 75% 

agreement. The most frequently mentioned items relate to housing, finance, and durables. 

Items relating to social integration dimension received weak legitimacy. 

 

Final part of the survey was focused on opinion about amounts of money which is needed on 

order to cover basic necessities. Regarding this we use expression “minimum incomes” in this 

report. Majority of respondents provided estimations that were above the actual amounts of 

subsistence minimum. It was especially case of people from Bratislava region and from 

higher income categories. These result confirm indirectly that level of subsistence minimum is 

generally seen as inadequate in Slovak republic. 
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